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November 20, 2020 

Dear West Morris Church Family, 
I greet you in the powerful name of Jesus on this beautiful sunny Friday morning. These past 10 months of the 

COVID-19 global pandemic have been a difficult, challenging season - but God is still good! I have so missed gathering 
in-person with you over these months, and long to sit with you over coffee to pray and share together. Coupled with the 
health pandemic, our country is experiencing economic hardships, political division, racial tensions, and mental health 
crises. Social distancing, quarantining and stay-at-home orders have resulted in isolation, disconnection and cancellation 
of so many special activities like graduations, weddings, and reunions. Just this morning, one of our high school daughters 
was sent home from high school with a 14-day quarantine order, after being in close contact with someone who tested 
positive. We’ve since had to cancel Thanksgiving dinner, telling our two college daughters and my in-laws who were 
driving from Montana to not come. I’m sure similar situations have been occurring in your homes as well. 

Through all of these difficulties, Jesus has nonetheless been present and guiding his Church. His love and 
faithfulness have not wavered. His invitation to be his disciple still stands, and his command to make disciples persists. 
While our church building has been closed, the Church remains alive and active. The Church is the people of God on 
mission with God - and so we continue to pray, worship, serve, love, grow, and care for one another. The Church looks 
and operates differently now, but we trust Jesus’ words to Peter, “And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of Hades [or a pandemic!] will not overcome it” (Mt 16:18). 

I imagine many of you, like me, are weary of our new normal. We are longing for God to do something new that 
doesn’t involve limited social gatherings - particularly in regards to in-person worship. Some of you may be wondering 
why we aren’t worshiping in-person, when we will again, and by what criteria the church leadership board is making 
decisions. Because communicating with everyone can be challenging in our transitioning print-to-digital culture, I wanted 
to send this letter in addition to the emails, videos, facebook posts and website updates. 

West Morris Church will remain online only for Sunday morning worship through the end of 2020, at least. Since 
March when we closed the building, your elected church leadership board has weighed several criteria in making these 
difficult decisions. These criteria include: 

● Data-driven criteria. In order to meet in person, we require that for three consecutive weeks, in both Marion 
County and Indiana, data must demonstrate decreases in new COVID cases, hospitalizations and deaths. 

● Local Schools. We consider what our local schools are doing. IPS, for example, was online only through the end 
of September, and has again transitioned to online only through the middle of January. 

● Loving Sacrifice. We are committed to tangibly love one another by laying down our preferences for the sake of 
protecting others - particularly those in vulnerable populations. We never want to be the source of others getting 
sick. 

● Guidelines from Governor Holcomb, Mayor Hogsett, and Drs. Box and Caine. 
● Guidelines and recommendations of the FMC Bishops and Wabash Superintendent. 
● Prayer and careful discernment. 

If you have been monitoring our local COVID situation, you are aware we have far surpassed the daily highs of 
new cases that we saw in the spring. We currently are seeing between 5000-8500 new cases every day, with daily deaths 
ranging between 40-80. Hospitalizations are on the rise, the positivity rate exceeds 10% and Indiana is reporting 
community spread and exponential growth. All Marion County schools for students K-12 have to be online only through 



January 15, 2021. Even locally among churches that have restarted in-person worship, COVID outbreaks are not 
uncommon. Comunidad Cristiana recently returned to online only after a widespread outbreak impacted more than 25% of 
the entire church. Washington FMC had to recently shut down after an outbreak of 20 individuals. In a recent briefing, Dr. 
Box indicated that Indiana sees a spike every week in COVID cases due to church gatherings. 

Considering all of these details, and with much wrestling and prayer, your church leadership board has 
intentionally desired to err on the side of caution, wisdom, and love for one another, and to therefore remain online. These 
decisions have not come easily, as we all long to gather together in-person. We recognize that some of  you might have 
discomfort or difficulty in engaging and worshiping in this new era. Some of you may not know what’s available, or how 
to access it. I’d like to briefly share how you can engage and stay connected, and how you can seek assistance should you 
need it. First, here’s how to worship and stay connected with us: 

Sunday Morning Worship 
● 9:30 Online Service - the service is available to join by calling toll-free 844-756-1591 with any phone. The 

call-in number is available any time, day or night to listen to the latest service. The service is also broadcast online 
(and available anytime afterwards) in four different locations:  

○ Website: westmorrisfm.org 
○ YouTube: West Morris Church channel 
○ Facebook Page: West Morris Church 
○ Facebook Group: West Morris FMC 

● 10:30 In-Depth Service - this interactive service offers opportunities for sharing, dialoguing, interacting, praying 
and discussing together on Zoom which can be joined from any computer or smartphone. You can also call into 
Zoom with any phone by dialing 312-626-6799 and entering 323-968-7750 when prompted for a meeting ID. 

Monday Morning Coffee with the Pastor - Drop-in conversation and prayer on Zoom with Pastor Kristen between 10-11 
AM. Connect with your computer or smartphone, or call in following the directions above. 

Wednesday In-Person Prayer Meeting - Worship and pray in-person in our sanctuary on Wednesdays from 11AM-12PM. 
Door #8 will be open. 

As we approach Advent and Christmas, we encourage you to join with your church family online. Anyone with a 
phone can participate in each of our worship services! In the next week, you will be receiving an Advent-in-a-Box kit that 
will help connect us together as we expectantly wait for Jesus’ birth! These kits have materials to make your own Advent 
wreath that we will light together each Sunday during our Sunday 9:30 AM service. They also have a daily Advent 
devotional to keep our minds focused on the Lord, and special weekly gifts to open and enjoy together. 

On Christmas Eve, we will also be having two services. A traditional Christmas Eve service will be broadcast 
online (website, YouTube, Facebook), and available to call into using our toll-free call-in line. And, an evening Christmas 
Eve bonfire service will be held at West Park where we’ll enjoy scripture, songs and s’mores together! 

We recognize that technology may be a challenge for some of you, and that makes our current circumstance extra 
frustrating, and potentially isolating. Thankfully, we have individuals among our church family that enjoy technology, and 
would gladly provide you some free and friendly tech assistance and training! Want to learn how to use Zoom? Can’t find 
the church website? Need help navigating facebook? Call the church office (317-632-8311) and we’ll make arrangements 
to have someone come out right away to help you. 

Finally, we want to stay in touch with you. Our website (westmorrisfm.org) is a great resource for church updates, 
links to Zoom, Facebook and YouTube, online giving, and a place to submit prayer requests. In addition, each week I send 
out a “West Morris Weekly” email that gives updates, announcements, and a devotional thought.  If you’re not receiving 
those weekly updates, please let us know. We can update or add your email address or send you a printed version each 
week in the mail. Call the church office (317-632-8311) to let us know your preference!  

My prayers are with you and yours - particularly as we enter in this holiday season of Thanksgiving, Advent and 
Christmas. Please know I always welcome your phone calls, text messages, emails, and socially-distanced visits! I 
appreciate, love and continually pray for each of you. May God continue to shine upon you and yours, and his Church. 


