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Jesus finished saying all those things to the 
people. Then he entered Capernaum. There 
the servant of a Roman commander was sick 
and about to die. His master thought highly of 
him. The commander heard about Jesus. So he 
sent some elders of the Jews to him. He told 
them to ask Jesus to come and heal his servant. 
They came to Jesus and begged him, “This man 
deserves to have you do this. He loves our nation 
and has built our synagogue.” So Jesus went 
with them. When Jesus came near the house, 
the Roman commander sent friends to him. He 
told them to say, “Lord, don’t trouble yourself. I 
am not good enough to have you come into my 
house. That is why I did not even think I was 
fit to come to you. But just say the word, and 
my servant will be healed. I myself am a man 
who is under authority. And I have soldiers who 
obey my orders. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes. 
I tell that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my 
servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” When Jesus 
heard this, he was amazed at him. He turned to 
the crowd that was following him. He said, “I 
tell you, even in Israel I have not found anyone 
whose faith is so strong.” Then the men who 
had been sent to Jesus returned to the house. 
They found that the servant was healed. Some 
time later, Jesus went to a town called Nain. 
His disciples and a large crowd went along with 
him. He approached the town gate. Just then, 
a dead person was being carried out. He was 

the only son of his mother. She was a widow. A 
large crowd from the town was with her. When 
the Lord saw her, he felt sorry for her. So he 
said, “Don’t cry.” Then he went up and touched 
the coffin. Those carrying it stood still. Jesus 
said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!” The 
dead man sat up and began to talk. Then Jesus 
gave him back to his mother. The people were 
all filled with wonder and praised God. “A great 
prophet has appeared among us,” they said. 
“God has come to help his people.” This news 
about Jesus spread all through Judea and the 
whole country.
(Luke 7:1-17)
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About eight days after Jesus said this, he went 
up on a mountain to pray. He took Peter, John 
and James with him. As he was praying, the 
appearance of his face changed. His clothes 
became as bright as a flash of lightning. Two 
men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in shining 
glory. Jesus and the two of them talked 
together. They spoke about his coming death. 
He was going to die soon in Jerusalem. Peter 
and his companions had been very sleepy. But 
then they became completely awake. They saw 
Jesus’ glory and the two men standing with him. 
As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter spoke up. 
“Master,” he said to him, “it is good for us to 
be here. Let us put up three shelters. One will 
be for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 
He didn’t really know what he was saying. 
While Jesus was speaking, a cloud appeared. 
It surrounded them. The disciples were afraid 
as they entered the cloud. A voice came from 
the cloud. It said, “This is my Son, and I have 
chosen him. Listen to him.” When the voice had 
spoken, they found that Jesus was alone. The 
disciples kept quiet about this. They didn’t tell 
anyone at that time what they had seen. The 
next day Jesus and those who were with him 
came down from the mountain. A large crowd 
met Jesus. A man in the crowd called out. 
“Teacher,” he said, “I beg you to look at my son. 
He is my only child. A spirit takes hold of him, 
and he suddenly screams. It throws him into 

fits so that he foams at the mouth. It hardly 
ever leaves him. It is destroying him. I begged 
your disciples to drive it out. But they couldn’t 
do it.” “You unbelieving and evil people!” Jesus 
replied. “How long do I have to stay with you? 
How long do I have to put up with you?” Then 
he said to the man, “Bring your son here.” Even 
while the boy was coming, the demon threw 
him into a fit. The boy fell to the ground. But 
Jesus ordered the evil spirit to leave the boy. 
Then Jesus healed him and gave him back to his 
father. They were all amazed at God’s greatness. 
Everyone was wondering about all that Jesus 
did. Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Listen 
carefully to what I am about to tell you. The 
Son of Man is going to be handed over to men.” 
But they didn’t understand what this meant. 
That was because it was hidden from them. 
And they were afraid to ask Jesus about it.
(Luke 9:28-45)
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One day an authority on the law stood up to put 
Jesus to the test. “Teacher,” he asked, “what 
must I do to receive eternal life?” “What is 
written in the Law?” Jesus replied. “How do you 
understand it?” He answered, “’Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul. Love him with all your strength and with 
all your mind.’ (Deuteronomy 6:5) And, ‘Love 
your neighbor as you love yourself.’” (Leviticus 
19:18) “You have answered correctly,” Jesus 
replied. “Do that, and you will live.” But the man 
wanted to make himself look good. So he asked 
Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, 
“A man was going down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho. Robbers attacked him. They stripped 
off his clothes and beat him. Then they went 
away, leaving him almost dead. A priest 
happened to be going down that same road. 
When he saw the man, he passed by on the 
other side. A Levite also came by. When he saw 
the man, he passed by on the other side too. 
But a Samaritan came to the place where the 
man was. When he saw the man, he felt sorry 
for him. He went to him, poured olive oil and 
wine on his wounds and bandaged them. Then 
he put the man on his own donkey. He took him 
to an inn and took care of him. The next day 
he took out two silver coins. He gave them to 
the owner of the inn. ‘Take care of him,’ he said. 
‘When I return, I will pay you back for any extra 
expense you may have.’ “Which of the three do 

you think was a neighbor to the man who was 
attacked by robbers?” The authority on the law 
replied, “The one who felt sorry for him.” Jesus 
told him, “Go and do as he did.” Jesus and his 
disciples went on their way. Jesus came to a 
village where a woman named Martha lived. 
She welcomed him into her home. She had a 
sister named Mary. Mary sat at the Lord’s feet 
listening to what he said. But Martha was busy 
with all the things that had to be done. She 
came to Jesus and said, “Lord, my sister has left 
me to do the work by myself. Don’t you care? 
Tell her to help me!” “Martha, Martha,” the Lord 
answered. “You are worried and upset about 
many things. But only one thing is needed. Mary 
has chosen what is better. And it will not be 
taken away from her.”
(Luke 10:25-42)
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Some people who were there at that time told 
Jesus about certain Galileans. Pilate had mixed 
their blood with their sacrifices. Jesus said, 
“These people from Galilee suffered greatly. Do 
you think they were worse sinners than all the 
other Galileans? I tell you, no! But unless you 
turn away from your sins, you will all die too. 
Or what about the 18 people in Siloam? They 
died when the tower fell on them. Do you think 
they were more guilty than all the others living 
in Jerusalem? I tell you, no! But unless you turn 
away from your sins, you will all die too.” Then 
Jesus told a story. “A man had a fig tree,” he 
said. “It had been planted in his vineyard. When 
he went to look for fruit on it, he didn’t find any. 
So he went to the man who took care of the 
vineyard. He said, ‘For three years now I’ve been 
coming to look for fruit on this fig tree. But I 
haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it 
use up the soil?’ “’Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it 
alone for one more year. I’ll dig around it and 
feed it. If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, 
then cut it down.’”
At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus. They 
said to him, “Leave this place. Go somewhere 
else. Herod wants to kill you.” He replied, “Go 
and tell that fox, ‘I will drive out demons. I will 
heal people today and tomorrow. And on the 
third day I will reach my goal.’ In any case, I 
must keep going today and tomorrow and the 
next day. Certainly no prophet can die outside 

Jerusalem! “Jerusalem! Jerusalem! You kill the 
prophets and throw stones in order to kill those 
who are sent to you. Many times I have wanted 
to gather your people together. I have wanted 
to be like a hen who gathers her chicks under 
her wings. But you would not let me! “Look, 
your house is left empty. I tell you, you will not 
see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is the one 
who comes in the name of the Lord.’” (Psalm 
118:26)
(Luke 13:1-9, 31-35)

February 28 Luke 13:1-9, 31-35
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